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In 1620, a band of 102 Pilgrims left 
England on a British wine ship, the 
Mayflower, and sailed in search of 
economic opportunity and religious 
freedom in the New World. The voyage 
was difficult and long. Within a granite 
portico overlooking the waterfront, 
Plymouth Rock is where the Pilgrims 
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In American colonial history, settlers of Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, the first permanent colony in New England, 
were called Pilgrims. Of the 102 colonists, 35 were members of 
the English Separatist Church, a radical faction of Puritanism. 
They earlier had fled to Leyden in the Netherlands escaping 
persecution in England. Seeking a more abundant life along 
with religious freedom, the Separatists negotiated with a 
London stock company to finance a pilgrimage to America. 
Approximately 2/3 of those making the trip aboard the 
Mayflower were non-Separatists. They were hired to protect the 
company’s interests; among those were John Alden and Myles 
Standish. 

The first settlers were called Forefathers and were not called 
Pilgrim Fathers until two centuries after their arrival in America. 
In a manuscript found of William Bradford’s, the term saints is 
given to the band departing on the Mayflower. In that 
manuscript he told of the reluctance of the “saints” leaving the 
city and then said, “. . . but they knew they were pilgrims and 
looked not much on those things, but left their eyes to the 
heavens, their dearest country, and quieted their spirits”. In 
1793, Rev. Chandler Robbins referred to those first settlers as 
Pilgrims. The Pilgrim Society was organized in 1819 and at the 
bi-centenary celebration the next year, Daniel Webster spoke of 
the “Pilgrim Fathers”. The term has been used ever since. 


\ i 


landed on December 21st, 1620, to 
establish the first permanent colony in 
New England. 

In spite of snow, cold, sleet and rain, 
these hardy Pilgrims started on their 
new settlement immediately. More than 
half died during that first winter. In the 
spring, Samoset, a Wampanoag Indian, 
walked into the settlement. He and his 
friend Squanto taught the Pilgrims how 
to plant corn, catch herring for fertilizer 
and how to tap the maple trees for sap. 
The next fall because of a bountiful 
harvest, the settlers held a harvest 
festival — a day of thanksgiving. Some of 
the early Pilgrim leaders are 
immortalized in history — names such 
as John Alden, Myles Standish, Elder 
Brewster, Edward Winslow and William 
Bradford. 


Water sports and recreation 
abound in and around 
Plymouth Harbor. Fishing, 
sailing and boating are among 
the varied attractions in this 
beautiful harbor. 
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Beautiful sunsets and calm harbor 
water cast a spell of serenity and 
solitude in Plymouth Harbor. 
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he Mayflower II is a full scale replica 
of the original British wine ship used by 
the Pilgrims almost 300 years ago. It is 
permanently docked at State Pier next 
to Plymouth Rock. 
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Costumed crewmen and passengers 
recount the experiences of the 1620 
voyage across the Atlantic Ocean. 
Exhibits vividly depict the history of 
the Mayflower. 
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Plymouth is proud of its early history — many statues 
and monuments are a tribute to those brave early 
settlers. On Cole Hill is an imposing statue of Massosoit, 
the Wampanoag leader who befriended the Pilgrims that 
first year after they began the settlement. 
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Located at Water and North 
Streets is the Pilgrim Mother 
Statue, a gift of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution. It 
was designed by McKim, Mead 
and White, and sculptured by 
Paul Jennewein and presented 
to the city in 1921. 


National Monument to the Forefathers: 
Located on Allerton Street, this monument 
is the largest solid granite monument in 
America. It’s 216 times life-size and is 
dedicated to the virtues of the Pilgrims. 
Erected in 1889, it was a prototype for the 
Statue of Liberty. 
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Jenny Grist Mill: Located on 
Summer Street, this mill is a 
reconstructed early American 
mill that includes a working 
waterwheel for grinding corn 
into meal. It also has a fish 
ladder for herring to use for their 
yearly migration. Jenny Pond is 
named for John Jenny, who 
built the Pilgrim’s first grist mill 
on this site in 1636. 
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Burial Hill: This is the site of the Pilgrims’ first 
meeting house and fort, the entrance is by stone 
steps next to First Church. Here are the oldest 
marked graves in Plymouth. Governor William 
Bradford is buried here. 
Mayflower Society Museum: Located at 4 ee) 
Winslow Street, it is also known as the Edward re eee 
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Winslow House and is the headquarters for the — 
General Society of Mayflower descendants. 


The settlement the Pilgrims started in 
1620 was called Plimoth Plantation. 
Today another Plimoth Plantation 
recreates the world of those first brave 
and hardy settlers. It is located on 
Route 3 and is about one hour’s drive 
from Boston. This living history 
museum recreates life in the original 
colony at the 1622 Pilgrim Village. 
Costumed interpreters explain the daily 
work of early settler life. Seasonal 
activities include planting, 
housebuilding, harvesting, preserving 
food and militia drills. 
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Overlooking Plymouth Harbor, 

Village Landing Marketplace is a 

unique collection of specialty shops 

in colonial setting. Cobblestone 

walkways, clapboard buildings and 

pleasant atmosphere make this fe ee Ee 
marketplace a haven for shopping, si 
browsing, or just relaxing. ae Te 
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New England’s answer to the 
famous Madame Tussaud’s Wax 
Museum is set upon Cole’s Hill 
directly across the street from 
Plymouth Rock, facing beautiful 
Plymouth Waterfront. Twenty-seven 
lifesize scenes in the magic of light, 
sound and animation portray the 
Pilgrim story from Scrooby, England, 
through the early years of the 
Pilgrim settlement — a moving 
experience in American history. 
Anyone who cherishes American 
history will be powerfully moved by 
what he sees on top of Cole’s Hill. 
As he comes out of the front door 
and looks again at the gorgeous 
Panorama of this nation’s most 
historic harbor, his mood is likely to 
become one of gentle satisfaction, 
for the experience has been decent. 
It is a fitting expression, placed 
Where it belongs. 
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Ride the mighty Iron 
Horse and relive the 
glowing, golden times 
when the steam 
locomotive was the 
power that built a 
nation. The 5‘2 mile 
route was built in the 
1940’s when Ellis D. 
Atwood needed 
transportation to his 
gigantic plantation. 
Edaville Railroad has 
grown until now it 
includes a full-fledged 
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theme park with a hint of the past at every ride and 
event. Horse-drawn trolleys, a petting zoo and 
museum are among the varied kinds of entertainment 
found here. 


Blankets of red on the cranberry 
bogs signals the time for harvest. 


This important industry in Plymouth 
County is the focus of the Cranberry 
World Visitors Center at 225 Water 
Street in Plymouth, Massachusetts. 
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